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1. Executive Summary 
This deliverable is part of the Work Package 4  ‘Lead Beneficiary Service users: management of Open 
Calls and Expressions of Interest.’ led by FBOX. It includes a set of documents that is used to inform 
the potential voucher suppliers about the details of the Expressions of Interest Open Call for HPC 
Cloud Providers, for its successful execution, including:  
 

 Guidelines Expression-of-Interest (EoIs) call for HPC Cloud providers – a step-by-step guide 
with detailed information on the EoI application and validation process.  
 

 Application Form (AF) – a file including all the application questions to be elaborated by the 
HPC Cloud Applicants.  
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2.Guidelines Expression-of-Interest 
(EoIs) call for HPC Cloud providers 
1 About BonsAPPs 
 
BonsAPPs is an EU project created in line with the EC’s AI Strategy of building an ecosystem of 
excellence that can support the development and uptake of AI across the European Union.  
 
Through a series of modular services, such as experimentation, model compression, optimization, 
benchmarking, deployment on hardware and security, BonsAPPs will increase AI usage by enterprises 
and SMEs which lack internal innovation capabilities. 
 
Up to 20 FSTP funded Use Cases will be selected through 2 Open Calls to demonstrate a fully 
functional and scalable AI-as-a-Service (AI-aaS) within the AI-on demand platform (AI4EU) which will 
allow end users (specially SMEs and non-tech users lacking internal innovation capacities) to easily 
engage with AI Talents (‘data scientist’, ‘developers’ ‘integrators’) into an open innovation cycle. 
 

 
Figure 1 BonsApps project scope 

 
BonsAPPs will launch 2 Open Calls to select AI Talents and End Users that will be supported by selected 
HPC service providers in developing AI@Edge Apps and Solutions (Use Cases). 
 
Each Use Case will receive up to 70,000 EUR, including up to 10,000 EUR to cover the costs of HPC 
cloud infrastructure and services. 
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2 Call for HPC CLOUD providers 
 
The main purpose of this call is to create the catalogue of voucher providers that will ensure HPC Cloud 
on demand services for Use Case Owners selected through 2 Open Calls. The validated service 
providers will be required to ensure access to HPC Infrastructure during different stages of the support 
program (for 2 up to 5 months).  
 

o 2.1 What are the legal requirements? 
 
We are looking for entities legally established in any of the EU member states and H2020 Associated 
Countries that own HPC computing and data resources capable of providing on-demand Access to HPC 
clouds to third parties. The legal entities have to be registered in: 
1 The Member States of the European Union and its Overseas Countries and Territories (OCT) or 
2  Associated Countries to H2020 . 
3  United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
 

o 2.2 What are the technical requirements? 
 
The main criterion to select HPC Cloud entities to provide services to Use Cases is the availability of 
on-demand HPC computing and data resources in order to allow AI model 
optimization/training/benchmarking needed to design Solutions for the deployment platform defined 
by each Industry Challenge. 
 
The type of equipment that will be necessary for operating the services available on the Bonseyes 
platform will be as follows: 
 
HPC Minimum Software Requirements 
The HPC providers shall provide a compatible NVIDIA GPU driver with the NVIDIA CUDA Toolkit 
installed on the host compatible with Docker 19.03. The following minimum GPU driver versions are 
required: 

CUDA Toolkit Version Minimum GPU Driver Version 
CUDA 11.3 >= 450.80.02 
CUDA 11.2 >= 450.80.02 
CUDA 11.1 (11.1.0) >= 450.80.02 
CUDA 11.0 (11.0.3) >= 450.36.06 
CUDA 10.2 (10.2.89) >= 440.33 

Table 1 Minimum GPU driver versions for HPC Cloud providers 
On top of that the following criteria will be reviewed: 

● Performance in terms of CPU/GPU 
● Storage capacity (in GB) 
● Reliability (redundancy and cross geo data replication) 
● Flexibility :  

a) Mixing physical and virtual machines; 
b) Possibility to grow and shrink even on short notice 

● Security 
● Pricing 

 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016-2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-a-countries-rules_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/3cpart/h2020-hi-list-ac_en.pdf
https://docs.nvidia.com/deploy/cuda-compatibility/index.html
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Example: 
● Amazon EC2 P3 Instances have up to 8 NVIDIA Tesla V100 GPUs. 
● Amazon EC2 G4 Instances have up to 4 NVIDIA T4 GPUs. 

 
Such equipment for a Use Case could be with 1-2 GPUs; for testing purposes however, they should be 
V100 or T4 GPUs.  
  
This equipment will be made available to the service providers for a given AI service (such as 'model 
compression') so the service provider can run the software on HPC infrastructure for the benefit of 
the platform users (likely a SME), in the form of GPU hardware and in a containerized form. 
 

o 2.3 When the services will be provided? 
 

The Use Case Owners will be selected through two Open Calls which will be launched in August 2021 
and July 2022. Validated HPC cloud service suppliers will be engaged with the Use Case Owners of the 
first Open Call (AI talents) in January – May 2022 and second Open Call (SMEs) in May – September 
2023. 
 

 
Figure 2 BonsApps timeline until December 2022: HPC Cloud services are provided in Stages 1 and 2 

 
Applications from HPC Cloud providers can be submitted throughout the 25 months of submission 
period when the call is open, and results will be announced every 2nd month.  

Cut off dates for the 2021 submissions (last Friday of each 2nd month, before 00:00 CET). 

Month May 21 July 21 September 21 November 21 January 22 

Day 28th 30th 24th 26th 31st 

Table 2 EoI Cut off dates for 2021 
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3 What BonsAPPs offers to HPC providers 
 
Selected HPC cloud providers will benefit from: 
 

● Becoming a part of the high-profile Bonseyes Marketplace Platform (BMP) ecosystem that 
will support the development and uptake of AI across the European Union.  

● Unique opportunity to be connected with top European AI stakeholders selected in 2 Open 
Calls  

● Receive financial support for providing infrastructure services (up to 2.000 EUR/month/Use 
Case Supported) 

● There could also be a longer-term commercial engagement opportunity for the HPC providers 
selected as the Bonseyes platform will operate outside the BonsAPPs project also and will 
offer compute as a service to users under the Bonseyes AI Marketplace.   

 
Each Use Case Owner will receive the amount of up to 10.000 EUR from BonsAPPs project to be 
dedicated to access to HPC Cloud services under the voucher scheme (4.000 EUR EUR in Stage 1 and 
6.000 EUR in Stage 2). 
 
The total amount paid to voucher suppliers (HPC Cloud provider) engaged in the BonsAPPs program 
will not exceed 2.000 EUR/month per beneficiary (Use Case), being 5 months the maximum duration 
of the access to infrastructures required by each Use Case (10.000 EUR in total per Use Case).  
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4 Participation rules 
 

● Only proposals submitted through the online form www.BonsAPPs-HPC.fundingbox.com will 
be evaluated.  

● Applicants will have to verify the completeness of the form, as it won’t be possible to add any 
further information after its submission.  

● Only one proposal per entity is admitted in this BonsAPPs EoI call. If more than one application 
is identified, only the last application which has been submitted in order of time will be 
evaluated.  

● All applications must be written in English in all mandatory parts in order to be eligible. Only 
parts written in English will be evaluated. 

● All mandatory sections of the application must be completed. The data provided should be 
actual, true, complete and should allow assessment of the proposal. 

● We will take into consideration the existence of potential conflict of interest among you and 
one or more Consortium partners. Consortium partners, their affiliated entities, employees 
and permanent collaborators cannot take part in the BonsAPPs programme. All cases of 
potential conflict of interest will be assessed case by case. 
 

The proposal submission and selection procedure will be done through the ‘FundingBox Platform’. All 
potential voucher suppliers will be validated by BONSEYES COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION (BCA): 
BonsAPPs consortium partner, before joining the ‘pool of validated suppliers’ offered to Use Case 
Owners. 
 
After the validation, the HPC Cloud providers will be required to register in the pool of providers 
available on Bonseyes Marketplace Platform (BMP). 
 
Once the BonsAPPs Open Call is finished, awarded Use Cases will select, based on their project’s needs, 
HPC Cloud service providers from the pool of validated providers with the support of BCA. 
 
Once the match between User Case and HPC Cloud provider is made, both sides will agree on the 
conditions of the service and sign an agreement for providing services. 
 
BCA will oversee the contracting procedure from a technical perspective, making sure that each Use 
Case reaches an agreement with an appropriate HPC Cloud provider. Contractual and financial follow 
up of vouchers will be overseen by FundingBox. 
 
Use Case owners will pay the amount agreed to HPC Cloud Providers according to the agreement to 
be signed in due time. 

  

http://www.bonsapps-hpc.fundingbox.com/
https://bonseyes-association.org/
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5 Contact us 
 
For more information about the BonsAPPs Call for Service Providers and Open Calls for Use Cases, 
please check our BonsAPPs calls microsite: https://bonsapps.fundingbox.com/  
 
If you have any extra questions regarding our Open Call process you can send us a message to 
BonsAPPs.help@fundingbox.com. 
 
In case of any technical issues or problems, please include the following information in your message:  

● your username, telephone number and your e-mail address,  

● details of the specific problem (error messages you encountered, bugs descriptions, i.e. if a 
dropdown list is not working, etc.),  

● screenshots of the problem.  

 
BonsAPPs will organize various Q&A Online Sessions for HPC Clouds about this call. The events will be 
announced at the www.BonsAPPs-HPC.fundingbox.com 

https://bonsapps.fundingbox.com/
mailto:pulsate.help@fundingbox.com
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3. Application Form 
 
The BonsAPPs Expression of Interest Application form is available on FBOX platform  under the 
following link:  https://bonsapps-hpc.fundingbox.com/ 
 

 
Figure 3 BonsAPPs HPC Cloud EoI page 

 
The HPC Cloud application website includes a direct link to the Guidelines Expression-of-Interest 
(EoIs) call for HPC Cloud providers. 
 
All sections from the Application Form are presented on the pages below. 
  

https://bonsapps-hpc.fundingbox.com/
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Overview of the draft of the application form and all sections required: 
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